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IV- A Latter from Mr James Young, F. % S. to Dr 

Edward Ty fon y F. ^ o. concerning a !BalI y extract- 
ed from aTerJonjpho bad fujjered. by. '.* ^o years Jn which 
was a Tlumh~ftone y 

Plfwouth, Sept. 6. 1702, 

Worthy Sir y 

WHen I had laft the Honour to be at a meeting of the 
Royal Society in Grefham College, there happened 
in a difcourfe concerning Plumbs,which gave me occaiion to 
tell you of one detained in the Guts of a Woman above 30 
years, caufing Orange ^nd grievous accidents, till 1 drew it 
out ex Ano. 

According to my promife then, I fend you now a more 
particular account of that wonderful cafe and cure than I 
could give by meer memory. 

Her name is Sarah Svoayn, of a thin habit and middle fu- 
ture, who when but fix years old, was firft afflicted with a 
violent pain;: together with a large hard fwclling on the 
left fide of her hclly, which lafted twelve hours, and then 
went off without ufe of any Remedy or fcnfible evacuation * y 
and at the end of three months returned, lafted and went off 
as before. 

Several years it obferved that Period, and then changed 
its intermifiion from 3 months to 3 weeks, and fo continned 
till fhe was 35 years old > in which time fhe married, and 
bore one Child, the pain of which fhe averr'd to be much 
lefs than what thefe Iparoxifms gave her. 

During her pregnancy, her Pains nor Intermifiion s had no 
alteration, andJhhsr whole Life ihe found 1:0 Disc diiturl/d 
her but Milk and Skit Meats. 
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.Alow £ wombs be tore (he was cured, the Pain and Tt> 
tfuour encreafed to the bignefs of a mans two Fifts, (lie en- 
deavoured by many Remedies to get cafe, but in vain, till 
the torment and watching had (o weakned her, that flic 
could not rife out of her Bed nor lie down in it 

In this deplorable condition (lie was advifed by a Wo- 
man to take a dofe of Powder ci Jalop, what the quantity 
was I could not learn, but it operated violently, and fud- 
denly drove the pain tromher fide down to the Axus. where 
it refembled a Ttnejmm^ viz* a conftant and violent inclina- 
tion to (tools without being able to force off any thing, 2nd 
after (he had been thus crucified four dap her Urine a!fo 
ftopt, and two days after chat the charitable Neighbours, 
who had all along given her their beft afliftancc craved 
mine, 

I perceived by their report of the matter, that fomething 
obftrufted the pafJage of Jier Excrements, and (con found it 
fo by a probe $ 1 then anointed the paffagc with Popiilkenm* 
and taking hold of the fubfrance with a pair of large For* 
ceps, made to extraft Stones from the Bladder after Litho- 
tomy, I drew it forth* 

Abundance of Wind and Excrements gnfht our, and con- 
tinued to flow till her Guts were emptied ot all the matter, 
which had been fo long retained 5 airer which I ordered her 
an Anodine Clyfter, and a compofirg draught, and ever 
finco (being feveral years) (lie continuech well. 

The thing extra&ed was round, fame what oblong, ha- 
ving on it fome (uch impreii'- ns, as mens Fingers make on 
Wax or Plaifter. It then weighed 10 Drachms, now ieanc 
an Ounce, it was 5 inches in nrcumference, and altho it felt 
and otherwife appeared a Stone,, it fwara on Water, which 
made me fee the infide of it by cutting it in two with a Knife, 
externally it was black, and fmooth as if varnifhf, and no 
thicker, which made me before f had considered the whole, 
think it the expanded skin of the Plumb indurated 5 next to 
this thin blaeknefswas a cruft of matter like Brick, the thick- 
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nefs of an half Crown, within that appeared a fubftance 
refembliug Pafte-board or chewed Paper, and within that 
lay a Prune or withered Plumb, with the Stone and Kernel 
cut afunderby my Knife. 

I have fent it for the K. Society to examin, who T pre- 
fume will think that all thofe wonderful accidents, which 
fo long molefted this poor Woman, were occasioned by this 
Plumb fwaUowed fo many years before $ but how thole 
different accretions were made to it in fuch a piace as the In- 
teftines > How it ceafed to torment her at fo many and fuch 
different In crvais ? where it lurked between thofe Fits, and 
how the Pain and Tumour obferved fuch exact Periods for 
fo many years $ at firft every three months, and afterward 
every 3 weeks? are queflions lam not able to refolve. 

Many Authors tell us of various Stones ejected by Stool, MI r ce nr U r m 
and of late many of them have been found to come out of vol *'ot>f,i 9 . 
the Gall Bladder through the Cholerick Channels of Jaun-^-^ 
diced People. I have feen two fuch bigger than any I have jjurh. w. ;. 
read of, one fo big as a Pullets Egg, which came from a** • **• 
Lady in the operation of a ftrong Cholagogue taken for a 
Jaundice that had refilled many other Remedies, the other 
as big as a large Nutmeg, driven out by the fame means from 
an aged Man languifhing in the fame diftemper, and both 
of them for many days after thofe Stones came off, eva- 
cuated great quantities of Chokr by Stool, and were freed 
of the Difeafe. 

That thofe two Stones were generated in the Folliculus 
Fellis or ductus Choledochw, no man will doubt who con- 
fider$theconfequence,and knpws that in colour, tafte, weigl t 
and (bape, they refembled fuch as are found in thofe parrs 
upon diffe&ion of Jaundiced Bodies. I once fa w near an 
handful of them taken out of the Gall Bladder of the Por- 
tugal Ambaflador that dyed in London^ 1679. and we are 
lately told by Bagl hi W, that the famous Malpighiu/s was 
full of them, they ufually are of fubcitrin colour, refemble 
bright Myrrh, and feem an aggregate of fanll Stones, which 

perhaps 



( \<>U ) 

Perhaps are made fingly in the vefiatla, and Coalefce in the 
DnBus. 

The cenfeqaence of their coming off fhews, that they 
eat Gd the jaundice in thofe two perfons I have mentioncd>by 
obftru&ing the Channels thro'whfchthe Bile paffeth from xhv 
common receptacle into the duodenum. It may perhaps fcern 
impollihle roYome men,, that fubftances of that magnitude 
could oafs thorough a Meatus fo fmali as the common DkUm 
iV But' it -hath been no wonder to me this twenty yean, 
iince I difieftcd a Phyfician of this place, who dyed of the 
Jaundice, and found the Ductus Communis large enough to 
admit my greateft Finger, as 3 Phyficians and one Surgeon 
betides my < elf, faw to our great furprize. 

Thofe Stones which are generated in the Cum are of 

another fort, and ealily diftinguilhable from thofe I am 

Writing of. Beckers fpcaking of forne Stones voided by 

Stool, faid — — Ctlculos illos in Intejiinis genitos ejjb % qnia 

Colore j pondere & fignra a choledohis lapillis diflin&i Arbi* 

iratusfum. Thofe generated' in the Gall caufe the Jaundice, 

thofe in the Guts, beget ChoficaljSplanchnica^Hypocoridria- 

cal Pains, and fometimes Nephritical, all which vanifli 

when they are ejected. 

ni. 3. *>!>!- 1 have feen Lumps of Stones in a Herfe as big as a Tennis 

no - Ball taken out of a Bullocks Guts. The Authors of the 

German Mifcellany write of one very much bigger. L Ri- 

vcrins of a man that continually with all his Stools voided 

M.utd.mi Stones like thofe generated in the Kidneys. T, hmhollne 

i.'obf. 100. mentions feveraJ ? one particularly notable, being fo big as 

-v. 5. •'. «. a pijgeons Egg, which was purged off from a Woman by a 

gentle Pill. * — r~in exteriore fuperficie fubcinereum^ & dum *, 

me clavo ferreo in duns aqnales partes dijfringitur interius wfltr 

cryfialli alblcantem & Rutihntem^ ita [ttt qui olim ex Enni 

par core aurvm^ hie colligere potuijffet gemmas. 

There are many fuch in the MifcelL Cur. and which re- 
L j-- * c < limbics mine, vol. 7. obC 90. but there is one much 
**• more 
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mare fo in Ambr* Pary> lik 35 ?«$. i$< but neither of them 
fb Grange in csofe or clis -•& turn* 

It's not for want of old Authorities that I" have hers 
quoted few but Moderns 5 I know Gahn^ Crato, Swwrius, 
M. DottatuSy Z. Lufitanus* Tcrndim^ G.HorJiius, Schenckjtts, 
and many more before this Age, who have told rhc world 
of Stones generated in, and ejefted from the Inteitines of 
difeafed people, but none that I know with fuch furprizing 
circumftances as this fent you by 

SIR, Tour Mojh humble Servant, 



James 



The Ball iff tire is figured No 3, r and its injtde and Viuwh* 
(Ion* by it* 

V. Some inftances of other perfons who were hurt by jwd~ 

lowing Tlutnb~fl:ones, by the TubtiJheK. 
^tf^Hedifcourfe mentioned in the beginning oi the foregoirN 

JL Letter was concerning PI umb-ftones which had beer, 
fwallowed by fome perfons, and had been the caurfe et then 
Sicknefs or Death. 

The firft was a Man in Lancajhire^ who being for many years 
ill of the Colic, and receiving relief from no Med'cine, defined 
he might be ditfe&ed after his Death, to fee -what -might be, 
the caufe of his Difeafe. This was accordingly done,and they 
took out of one of his Guts a large Ball 6 inches about, of an 
ounce and half weight made up of a fpungy matter which 
fwims in Water, and viewed by a Microfcope, appeared to be 
made up of very fmall,tranfparent Hairs or Fibres, wrought to- 
gether, after the manner of the Tophus Bovinw taken out of 
the maws of Oxen. In the middle or center of it was a 
common Prune or Plumb-ftone, which had been fwallowed* 
and fticking fomewhere in the Cuts, had gathered that 
fubftance about it which refembled the ftnall Hairs on the 
skins of feveral Creatures or Fibers of Plants we eat* Dr 
Charles Leigh in his Natural Biftory of Lancaflrire , 
&c. in his firft Table has figured this Fig. 4. He 
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